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THEME IDEAS 

 
In my opinion, a toaster needs to decide on a theme before they write their toast. By choosing a theme, a toaster will 
immediately hone in on what they want to say, allowing them to organize a clear-cut, well-defined path of thoughts 
that will be easy for all guests to follow. 
 
When it comes to a wedding, themes are relatively easy to think of, as they usually revolve around the bride, the 
groom, or both. Here are nine possible themes to consider as you develop your speech. 

 
Friendship 

With the Friendship theme, consider the experiences you remember most with the bride and/or groom. Consider 
talking about funny moments, lessons learned, and why the bride and/or groom is such a great friend. Then, 
translate the history of your friendship into why the newlyweds will have a promising marriage. 

 

How They Met 

Everyone loves to hear how the couple met, how they fell in love, and how the proposal went down. Consider talking 
about your perspective of their story – tell us what really happened that night that they met! - and maybe have a little 
bit of fun embellishing other parts of their love story, as well. 

 

Watching Them Grow 

This is a great theme for parents and any toaster who has witnessed the growth and development of the bride 
and/or groom, such as an aunt, uncle, grandparent, teacher, minister, or parole officer (just kidding!). This is one of 
my favorite toast themes because it always leads to a great toast. 

 

The Prescription For A Successful Marriage 

This is a great theme for any toaster, as everyone can benefit from words of wisdom (or just a gentle reminder) of 
what it takes to build and sustain a happy marriage. This theme can be approached from your own experience, by 
researching the matter through a couple that inspires you, or perhaps by some other creative means. This is the 
theme that I went with as the basis of my speech at my brother's wedding. 

 

Why They're Good For Each Other 

You've heard these three kinds of phenomena before: they complement each other, they complete each other, and 
opposites do attract. If you believe the newlyweds fall into one of those three, explore that premise in a light, 
positive, and perhaps humorous way during your speech. What are the quirks, eccentricities, and idiosyncrasies that 
make them perfect for each other? Tell everyone because as Sean told Will in Good Will Hunting, "People call these 
things imperfections, but they're not, aw, that's the good stuff." 

 

A Toast To Love, Laughter & Happily-Ever-After 

If public speaking is not your forte, or you wish to keep your toast short and sweet, use this theme to offer your 
sincere wishes for the new couple as they embark on a new adventure called marriage. The easiest way to write 
your speech for this theme is to start at the end and reverse engineer from there. Feel free to look at the section 
entitled, A Collection of Toasts, for inspiration as you start. 
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Famous Quotations 

This is an intermediate theme, as it requires a bit of skill and clever charm to pull off effectively. The best toasts I've 
seen that used this theme involved telling the story of the bride and/or groom through two or three relevant quotes 
as segues between anecdotal stories. I've also seen famous quotations used to segue into "from experience" advice 
on how to sustain a long-lasting marriage. 

Here is an example of a famous quote that I'm sure you've heard before in some sort of similar fashion or variation: 

"Prescription for a happy marriage: Whenever you're wrong, admit it, whenever you're right, shut up." 

– Ogden Nash 

 

The Song Parody 

As an advanced-level theme, this is perhaps the riskiest theme of all as it will either crush... or bomb (and believe me, 
I've seen both and they are spectacular either way). You will need to dedicate a ton of time to writing and rehearsing 
your song parody, as well. I would also strongly advise that you record your version and listen back to it during your 
revisional process. 

 

The Slideshow 

The Slideshow is also an advanced-level theme, and it is a great idea for those who are better speakers with a visual 
element. You can go a multitude of ways here – telling the life story of the bride or groom in a concise and funny way is 
very popular – and using title slides in a humorous way only increases the engagement factor. As mentioned in the 
Toasting Tips section, do rehearse this in front of at least two different individuals to ensure it is effective. 

 
 

NEED HELP? 

For further assistance, please feel free to contact me via email or phone. 

 


